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the fallen despot of Athens was at hand to urge him on by
still more importunate pleading. The command of the
expedition he intrusted, not to the disgraced Mardonios,
but to his brother Artaphernes, and to a Median named
Datis, who, announcing himself, it is said, as the repre-
sentative of Medos, the son of the Athenian Aigeus and
of his wife the Kolchian Medeia, claimed of right the
style and dignity of King of Athens. Their mission
was to inslave the men of that city together with the
inhabitants of the Euboian Eretria and to bring them
into their master's presence. For this purpose a vast
army was gathered in Kilikia (Cilicia) j and the first
work of this mighty host was to punish the Naxians, who
had foiled the scheme suggested by the Milesian Arista-
goras (p. 97). The task was now by comparison easy.
The suppression of the Ionic revolt had struck terror
into the hearts of the Greeks generally; and the Naxians,
at the approach of the Persians, fled to the mountains.
Those who remained in the town were inslaved ; and
the city with its temples was burnt. The Delians alone
among the islanders were otherwise treated. These also
had sought refuge on the heights : but Datis bade the
holy men return to their homes without fear, as he had
been strictly charged by his master not to hurt the lands
of the Twin Gods. The first opposition to the Persian
force came from the people of Karystos, the southern-
most town of Euboia; but the blockade of their city
and the ravaging of their lands soon showed them the
hopelessness of resistance. From Karystos the fleet
sailed northward to Eretria, which for* six days with-
stood the assaults made upon it On the seventh the
place was lost by the treachery of two of its citizens;
the temples were burnt, and the inhabitants partially
deduced to slavery.

Thus far the Persians might well have fancied that